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MISNAMED "CENTRALIZATION."

'

A good deal of rubbish is circulating throughout the country
mal-SStS- n

of municipal government as a remedy or

because a few communities.
portion of the whole nation.-ha- ve, usually owing to emergence ,

honorable and capable man and
to seme one unquestionably

SIS of The cases are isolated and temporary
him the reigns power.

careless reader of cur re ntSt attentionof course they get all the
conclude that ma rage smight easilynews on the divorce problem

Tflilure" because of columns of divorce cases, unless he had the
of homes that don' get into

to consider the vast majority

h
papers at all, just as many people come to think that self-gov- e

is a failure because they hear a lot about San New

York, Minneapolis, Pittsburg and St. Louis, never thinking of thou-

sands of other cities which are getting along very fairly.

Most of these "centralizations" of government, so far from bein&

what is understood here by "government by commission" are in reality

plans by which the direct power of the whole people is greatly increas-

ed. Take for example the "Dcs Moines" p.lan. much mentioned here
plan. Tt gives the people moreas something superior to our present

direct power probably, than any other system ever tried. Ltirtcr this

system the mayor has large powers, it is true, and the four council-me- n

who with him constitute practically the whole government seem,

to represent a notable centralization of power. But the theory of the

law is exactly the opposite from centralization: At any time, under

the Des Moines system, the people may remove their mayor or any

councilman by vote; they may repeal any ordinance the mayor and
council enact, they reserve the right to approve all franchises and they
place appointments practically in the hands of a civil service commis-

sion. To call these new systems "centralization" of government "is

absurd. They are, on the contrary, the mo?t advanced efforts yet
made to distribute the powers of government among the whole people.
The mayor of Dcs Moines, and every councilman of Dcs Aloines is,

like the British ministry, answerable to the people all the time."""

MANAGER

.FEBRUARY 16, 1909

of learning and of democracy, the

JUDICIOUS INCENDIARISM.

It is rather late in the day to hold a fire inquest by newspaper on

the burning of Booth's house five years ago. An honorable judge has
said that any man lias a right to burn his own house or procure the
burning of it, if the fire does not catcli anybody else's house. If the
underwriters can even things up by making everybody pay higher rates
of insurance, a firebug for an hour is cheaper to live than a caretaker
for a year to solve the problem of a house that will not bring in a

profitable rental. Danger to the town, which according to the honor-

able judge is the only element of crime in one's burning his own house,

can be avoided by watching the play of the winds. A house burning
in certain directions of theon Punchbowl or Pacific Heights might,

wind, scatter firebrands all over the city, but most of the year in Ho-

nolulu of hundred for two or threeone can tell ninety-nin- e times out a

hours ahead, or plenty of time to burn your house down, which way

the wind is going to blow. or if a dead calm is to be expected. After

taking due meteorological caution all that is required to make a com-

plete success of the scheme is attention to the psychological essentials.

Your firebug should be carefully selected so as to get a man or hoy

whom nobody would believe on oath in case he is caught. If these and

other precautions that those engaged in speculative enterprise against

predatory insurance companies will readily devise be taken, there will

be a very good chance of proving up and collecting for a total loss

of from five to one hundred per cent over the full value of the property
destroyed. ,

BOSTON'S BAD PLIGHT.

Now it is Boston, the Athens
mother of the "town meeting" principle, which is in the hands of ,thc

municipal doctors. A cure is prescribed the nature of which is not
yet known here, except that it is in the form of a new charter .and
a unique one. If it is of the latter description it can be neither a on.e-m- an

commission charter, for anythingpower nor a government by
that is unique can have no counterpart in, above or under the earth,
This is what a Boston dispatch of the latter part of January says 'on
the matter: '

,

A scorching arraignment of nearly every branch of the
municipal government of Boston, and a recommendation for
a new and unique city charter, are contained in the report
which the Finance Committee presented to the Massachusetts
Legislature today. The report, a document of about 30.doC
words, declares that the City Council is dominated by spoils-

men, that municipal appropriations arc strained to the limit'
in order to favor contractors or give employment to consti--.
tuents, that some of the members use their official positions for
pecuniary gain, and that both the aldermen and councilmcn ,,

as legislative bodies arc "intellectually and morally incapable
of action in the interests of the citizens at large."

The commission also states that the number of municipal
employees is excessively large, and that they practically con-

trol io.ooo "city hall" votes, thereby constituting a menace to
good government.

Even a heaven-mad- e charter will not save the city whose citizens
ignore their duties and their powers with relation to their municipal
interests. The same indifference on their part which makes the "mul-

titude of counsellors" unsafe will leave the one-ma- n power to grow
into unbearable autocracy, with authority in details delegated tt
rogues, and the government by commission to degenerate into an
equally obnoxious bureaucracy. Any community or body politic that
desires good government can have it for the taking. i1'

Aside from the discovery of the astounding condition of our local
t

'
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laws which leads a judge to decide that it is no criminal offense for a
man to burn his house down, it may be said that the Booth indictment
was never taken very seriously by the public. It was too long after
the alleged offense anyhow, and the story Uon which it was based was
scarcely plausible. The really important feature of this ugly case, as
far as the nubile is concerned, is the revelation of how easy an innocent
citizen might be made a criminal defendant 011 faked, cooked up, or
encouraged testimony.

The newspapers of the country are always publishing long
lists of the contents of boxes placed in and under corner-
stones of public buildings, but did anyone ever hear of finding
any of these boxes and their contents of money 'and papers
when public buildings arc pulled down? Where do they all
go? Advertiser. ,

Td the museums, perhaps. In the case of the old Sailors' Home,
where the Yokohama Specie Bank's fine building is Hearing comple-
tion, the contents of the box were reintcrrcd in the corner stone of the
new building now occupied by the Seamen's Institute.

After watching the antics of the City and County govern-
ment and paying the price, the average taxpayer must regret
that there is no way provided by law to let out the governing
functions by contract to the lowest responsible bidders. There
would he a saving of at least fifty per cent and a remarkable
increase in efficiency. What an advantage it would be, for in-

stance, to have a police contractor who would consider public
welfare and not polities; a road contractor, for whom the poli-
tical boss would have no terrors; and about three first-cla- ss

men under bonds to do the work which is now vested in- - the
quarreling mayor and hoard of supervisors. Advertiser.

Three men from the Advertiser's stnrU- - lief r (,, lc...'fc j 1 nil .".i.t, l luu ,

and it would not be three weeks before the Advertiser was misrepre-
senting them and giving them nicknames. But why should an Adver-
tiser tin god he put under bonds?
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ture where it will continue to do bust
ness, waterworks and otherwise at
tho old stand.

There are other legislators who say
their brethren who crnticlze are too
sensitive.
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Rehearsals of two plays to bo given
by tho Puuahou Dramatic Club in Clms.
R. Bishop Hall next Saturday evening,
February 20th, give promise of an 'even
ing of pleasure such as that enjoyed
by those who attended tho concert

given by tho Glee Clubs of the Oahu'
Collego last week.

Tho curtain raiser, "Miss Ctvlllza
tion" has snap and go from start to
finish and the humorous as Well as the
serious side of the life of a professional
burglar is cleverly worked out by the
leader of the gang, Rexford Hitchcock,
and ills comrndes Watson Ballentyno
and Will Desha. The chief has dllll-cultl- es

of his own in controlling the
vivacious appetites of "Keddy," a Bow-cr- y

tough, and his chum, both of whom
are uxcesslvdly fond of pics "like
mother used to make."

The capture of tho burglars by stra-
tegy is accomplished by the American
girl, Allco Lardner, who, undaunted
uses her quickness of wit to defend. her
sick mother and her property until tho
arrival of Captain Lucas (Alfred
Young) with a posse. Edith Smith,
who has played popular roles before
in the Dramatic Club productions is
cast for the part of Miss Civilization.

The "Romancers'1 Is a dainty story
of love in a garden. The schemes and
plots of the lovers and the counter
plans of doting fathers involve them
all In an intricate tangle that provokes
laughter from curtain to curtain. ,

Reynold McOrew and Lemma Wnd-nio- n

will play the parts of the love-

lorn Son and daughter and Bert Glbb
and Guy Rothwell will do the match
making while attempting to prevent it.
The third party in the double affair
proves to be an adventurous swords-
man, Rexford Hitchcock who stirs
the caldron of trouble till It bolls.

Several novelties between acts havo
been introduced and players and
friends look forward to an enjoyable
evening.

Reserved seat tickets at 75c are on
sale at Bergstroin's.

LIKE A MIRACLE
SAYS SKIN SUFFERER

Frightful cases of eczema cured by
simple oil of wintergreen.

Physicians in general admit the su- -
a most entertaining show.perlor value of medicines tor,; ; .Park s tlle co,e l,lace m townnil diseases.

lor eczema ana otner skin diseases
of a similar nature, certainly nothing

11 uiu worm couiu e smpier man me
tormina ior u. u. u. 1'rescription (on
of wintergreen compound in liquid
form) now recognized as tho remedy.

This wonderful remedy Is composed
principally of common oil of winter-
green, carefully combined with such
well known healing and antiseptic sub- -

&
109 KING STREET, HOUSEHOLD

as

I

M attachment t nable it to
record. Call see they

News

stances as thymol, glycerine, etc.

simple

Read this letter:
"About December, 1903, I sent to you

for n sample bottle of your remedy,
stating that I had a case of psoriasis
of flvo years' standing. After trying
It, I ordered through my druggist,' Mr.
E. P. Griffin, six bottles of your rem-
edy. 'I showed him how I wns afflict-
ed. Tho disease hrfd covered my limbs,
part of my body and began breaking
out on my face.

"I began using D. D. D. Prescription
according to your directions. Used five
bottles was cured sound and well.
I showed my druggist again and ho
was surprised. Said it looked almost
like a miracle to him.

"That has been almost a year ago
ana t see no signs of its return. I
wanted to see whether it Would como
back or not, before writing you my
everlasting thanks , for such a great
remedy.
as It ever wns.

"My skin is just as soft and nice
"D. P. MILLER.

j R. F. D. 2. "Smlthvllle, Mo."
Such a wonderful experience wo feel

speaks for itself. Honolulu Drug
Odd Fellow's Building, Fort Street

THE PARK THEATRE.
someone said that the Park

theatre wouldn't bo a success that per
son knew not what he was talking
about. The Park has enjoyed the
greatest crowds that have ever at
tended a moving picture show. Every
evening since starting, the Park has
been filled to its utmost. The reason
is the class of pictures shown and the
convenience of the theatre, the same
reason why the Park continue In
its popularity.

This weeks pictures are the best yet
shown on canvas. "The Amateur Acro-
bat" is the title of the most popular
picture. It Is just bubbling with mirth
"What a good Wine" and several oth

make

iuij uu cuiivemeni. me music
ig tlle ,,est strin ..,.. ,lfnlnnW
Watch the paper for the announcement
0f the film arriving on the Lurline.

BORN.
GUILD In Manoa Valley, Honolulu,

February 1G, to Mr. and Mrs. George
G. Guild, a son.

Fine Job Printing, Star Office.

Co., Ltd.
EMPORIUM - TELEPHONE 240

the snows
in
in

play either the old or the new style

Ltd.

Complete Outfit
Only 3$STS5COMPLETE DINNER SET (110 pieces) and KITCHEN and TABLE

UTENSILS (83 articles); total, 193 pieces all for ?27. 25. See the window.
Get in early. Fine and useful articles at less than cost. Only a few sets
at this cost.

Lewis

Alpine
PURE
HIGHEST
RICHEST

Ask for

Entirely new records, made of specially toughened material, that
will play r.n average of four minutes.

They are also more durable than tho old ones, and cost only
50c each. Any Phonograph but the Gem may be fitted with a special

that will
and how work.

Hawaiian
Alexander

SBSHSBSHSBSBSBSBSHSHSi

and

Co.,

When

will

Milk

Ouality
"Flavor

Alpine

Company,

Housekeeping

Records

Young Building.

I The Age of Specialties
WE MAKE A SPECIALTY OF HIGK ARTS.

' CRAYON WORK AND OIL PAINTINGS
For Portraits, Artistic Frames and Framing

mm ii Hi n'ii

PACIFIC PICTURE FRA MINGCO.
NUUANU NEAR HOTUr

Indigestion,
Dyspepsia,
Constipation
aro all very closely allied, nnd
may almost bo said to havo a
common cause. They aro llrct
dulckly'and safely relieved, then
cured by

Hollister'sl
CASCARA LAXATIVE

TABLETS
t

a concentrated form of tho actlvo
mado principles of Cascara bark.

Effective ( simple, pleasant and
palatable, with no unpleasant af-

ter effects. 25c a box at

LIMITED.

TORT STREET,

OoiVt Us
Glasses

Unless you need them and when you
do need them to sure they fit you
We wljl give you a thorough examina-
tion, and if you don't need glasses,
will tell you; if you do will sell you
the best

H, F, IICli CO., LTD.

Optical Department.

DR. F. SCHURMANN
Optician.

OJ.JUlJ.'l TT dtJL iSTARR AND OTHER PIAN03.
THAYER PIANO CO.

156 Hotel St., Opp. Young Hotel.
Phone 218.

TUNING GUARANTEED.

All kinds WRAPPING PAPERS. and,
TWINES, PRINTING and WRITING
PAPERS.
AMERICAN-HAWAIIA- PAPER A

8UPPLY CO., LTD.
GEO. G. GUILD, General Manager.

Fort and Queen Streets. "

Honolulu. PHONE 410

SOUVENIRS PYROGRAPHIC.
Suitable designs burned on all our

Souvenirs to suit the purchaser. Oocba
Boxes, Beads, Frames and Baskets.
HAWAII & SOUTH SEAS CURIO CO.

Alexander Young Bldg.

I

BED
New shipment of patterns and

styles for 1900 just received.

J. Hopp & Co. I
185 King Street.

Latest Paquin Models

FOR

The Swellest Gowns

Davison
YOUNG BUILDING ROOM 72

J
GET A BEAUTIFUL FRAME

for your Xmas picture gifts. Beautiful
suggestions in Frames. Hand carved
and others.

PACIFIC PICTURE FRAMING CO.

FOR SALE.

Stoves and Ranges for all purposes
AVater pipe in sizes up to 2 In. and

fittings to 4 Inch.
A largo variety of galvanized tanks.
Solar Heaters 30 lo 100 gallons capa-

city.
Two Latrines, seat, sultablo for

school or plantation use.
EMMELUTH & CO., LTD.

Phone 211. 145 King Street
" :

Fine Job Printing, Star Office.


